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Proficiency Exam Still 
Given, Unnecessary 


David Raiford 
Almagest 

The LSUS proficiency exam. Ask 
any ten persons their opinion about the 
test and chances are you will get ten 
different answers. The only common 
opinion seems to be that the current 
system LSUS uses in administering the 
test isn’t working very well. 

According to the LSUS student cat¬ 
alog, the Proficiency exam is given by 
LSUS to meet the genera! education 
requirements of the Louisiana Board of 
Regents, 

In 1984 the National Endowment for 
the Humanities issued a report, “To 
Reclaim a Legacy: A Report on the 
Humanities in Higher Education,” 
which indicated a decline in general 
education across America. In 1985, in 
response to the Humanities 1 publica¬ 
tion, the Board of Regents decided to 
conduct their own study into the state 
of academics in Louisiana. To do this a 
statewide task-force of representatives 
from all public and several private col¬ 
leges and univerisites was formed. In 
the Summer of 1985 an out-of state 
review committee reviewed the task- 
force’s report and recommended to the 
Board of Regents that it develop a 
“statement of purpose for general edu¬ 
cation in the undergraduate programs’ 
of the public colleges and universi¬ 
ties.” As a result the Board of Regents 


Darling’s Future Uncertain, 
Still Receiving Full Salary 


issued, “Actions of the Board of 
Regents Relative to General Education 
Requirements in Associate and 
Baccalaureate Programs (April 24, 
1986),” which outlined the Board’s 
requirements for all public colleges and 
universities. The report is commonly 
referred to as the “General Education 
Requirements.” 

According to the Board report from 
1986, colleges and universities must 
require students to take 6 hours of 
English Literature (with 3 of those 
hours being English comprehension) 
and 6 hours of College Algebra, The 
Board also mandated the “successful 
performance of each student on a 
mandatory competency examination in 
Math and English.” In addition the 
Board listed other courses such a 
Computer Literacy, Natural Science, 
Arts and Humanities as courses that 
would be required of all students to 
receive an Associate or Baccalareate 
degree. 

The current LSUS student catalog 
suggests, through excerpts from the 
Board of Regents report, that the profi¬ 
ciency exam is needed to meet the 
mandatory test requirements of the 
Board, However, in their report the 
Board states, “recognizing the diverse 
missions of colleges and universities, 

Continued on page 3 


Chuck Phillips 

Almagest 

Following five years of budget battles, 
and administrative strife, LSUS 
Chancellor John Darling resigned his 
position in June. Long-time LSUS pro¬ 
fessor Vince Marsala is serving as the 
interim Chancellor until a permanent one 
can be chosen. 

Darling came to LSUS in 1990 after 
serving at various universities throughout 
the United States. During the past two 
years. Darling has received increasing 
criticism from many for openly seeking 
positions at other universities. 

Currently in Finland, Darling could 
not be reached for comment, but admin¬ 
istration officials provided press releases 
and news accounts of the former 
Chancellor’s comments concerning his 
resignation. 

According to The Times, Darling said 
he was tired of dealing with administra¬ 
tive problems, Darting is quoted as say¬ 
ing, “l think the administrative leadership 
on this campus has become increasingly 
difficult, particularly with the funding 
challenges and the morale problems that 


creates over time.” 

At the time of his resignation, Darling 
was receiving S90,000-a-year and 
$20,000-a-year housing allowance. 
According to Amy Prather, LSUS human 
resource manager. Darling, although 
technically on “administrative leave,” 
continues to receive the Chancellor’s 
salary. Prather said the housing 
allowance, “ceased the day he resigned.” 
Acting Chancellor Vince Marsala is also 
receiving a $90,000 Chancellor’s salary. 

Prather said that Darling is expected to 
return to campus sometime this fall, but 
she did not know in what capacity he 
would be serving. 

Darling was quoted in a The Times as 
saying, he will become a full professor in 
the College of Business, In The Times 
interview Darling said, “Fve always 
said, going to a faculty position has 
always been an option for me throughout 
the time I’ve been in the administration,” 
According to university salary regula¬ 
tions, a full professorship would mean an 
approximate $40,000-a-year pay-cut for 
the former Chancellor. 

For now though, Darlings’ future is 
still unclear. 


Faculty Additions in Math, 
English Departments 


Stephen Smith 

Almagest 

Among the changes at LSUS over the 
past few months is the addition of two 
new faculty members. Dr. Gary Rush has 
been named the Dean of the College of 
Education and Dr. Robert Fraga is now 
the Chairman of the Math department,. 

Dr, Rush is new to LSUS, but not to 
Louisiana, Rush earned a Masters degree 
and a Doctorate from LSU in Baton 
Rouge. He spent the last six years at the 
University of Tennessee at Martin where 
he served as the Dean of the College of 
Education and as a professor of 
Education. 

Rush is in the process of evaluating the 
College of Education to see how well it is 
serving the students, and is preparing for 


a visit from the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teachers. The NCAT is 
a voluntary program that 500 colleges out 
of 1,300 nation-wide participate in. They 
will be at our campus at the end of 
October to look at our programs. 

Dr. Fraga, of the Math department, 
received his Masters and Ph.D. from the 
University of British Columbia. Fraga 
has been working in the field of mathe¬ 
matics since his graduation in 1965. He 
said he appreciates the opportunity to 
serve LSUS and is interested in starting 
an outreach program with area high 
schools, Fraga also said he would like lo 
do calibrative work with the local oilfield 
industry. He is also setting up a depart¬ 
mental library that would be available to 
students 
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LSUS Receives Olympic Bid 


Nikki Parker 


LSUS's Deep South Presidential 
Program is one of 21 programs to win 
the 1995-1996 Regional Designation 
Award in the Humanities. The awards 
were developed by the Atlanta com¬ 
mittee for the Olympic Games 
Cultural Olympiad. The program 
begins on campus this month and con¬ 
cludes in June of 1996. 

Four events make up the program. 
The first is an acade¬ 
mic conference enti¬ 
tled: “FDR After 50 
Years: Politics and 
Culture of the 1930s 
and 1940s. rt The sec¬ 
ond is a six week dis¬ 
cussion session with 
faculty members on 
the topic of the 
American Identity. 

Third is the spring lecture series on 
Abraham Lincoln, and fourth is a 
summer teachers institute for sec¬ 
ondary teachers. 

The program is sponsored by the 
American Studies program here at 
LSUS. The program was nominated to 
the Cultural Olympiad earlier this 
year. The International Olympic 
Committee's charter, in a tradition of 
promoting excellence in art as well as 
sports, calls for an arts and cultural 
festival, known as the Cultural 
Olympiad. The tradition of involving 
cultural events in the Olympics goes 
back to the original Olympic Games 
held in ancient Greece, 

The Deep South Presidential 
Program began in 1992 with a confer¬ 
ence on Abraham Lincoln and in con¬ 
junction with the 25lh anniversary of 
LSUS. The conferences are held Iri¬ 
an nually. Other conferences include 
George Washington in 1998, Thomas 
Jefferson in 2001 and James Madison 
in 2004. 

The FDR series covers cultural and 
political aspects of life in the 1930s 
and 1940s, as well as information on 
the president. The conference will be 
held Sept. 14-16, Professors from 
around the world submitted proposals 
for the conference to a selection com¬ 
mittee. After proposals had been 
accepted, professors wrote a 20 to 25 
page paper on their topic. Over 120 
professors will give a 15 to 20 minute 
lecture on their paper during the three 
day conference. 

Other events of the conference 
include two stage portrayals. The first 
will be held Thursday, Sept. 14 at 
noon and the second Friday, Sept. 15 
at 8 p.m. SGA is funding these pre¬ 
sentations. Slide presentations will be 
made as well. 


The conference is aimed at stu¬ 
dents, professors and the general pub¬ 
lic as well. “This allows undergrads 
to have special knowledge of one of 
these presidential eras,* said Dr. 
William Pederson, Political Science 
professor. “LSUS is the only 
college in the south to have a presi¬ 
dential conference series. This sug¬ 
gests we are doing things that other 
people are not doing. We are bringing 
publicity not only to us [LSUS1 but 
also to the Olympic Games,* said 
Pederson. 

The second aspect of the Deep 
South Presidential Program is the 
American Identity series. The series 
consists of six discussions held on six 
consecutive Tuesdays beginning Sept. 
26 and ending Oct. 31. The sessions 
last from 7 to 9 p.m. and will be held 
in Room 101 of Bronson Hall. Each 
session is open to the public. 

Each session will center around 
readings and discussions of classics in 
fiction and non-fiction that deal with 
various aspects of the American 
Identity. Sessions will begin with a 
special guest faculty member present¬ 
ing an overview of one aspect of the 
American Identity Followed by a ques¬ 
tion and answer period. The second 
half of each session focuses on liter¬ 
ary classics which amplify the discus¬ 
sion topic, Faculty members will be 
present to stimulate dialogue on the 
suoject. 

The Louisiana Endowment for the 
Humanities has approved a gram for 
the Deep South Presidential Program, 
which is a major source of its funding. 

Old Library 

Tricia Webb 
Almagest 

What will become of the old 
library building? That's a question 
that is still being asked, even though 
the building has been vacant for over 
a year now. Interim Chancellor 
Vince Marsala said the plans are still 
the same for the building. He said 
the building will house specialized 
classrooms, continuing education, a 
new bookstore, and computer labs. 

Still, many are wondering 
where the money will come from to 
fund the renovations, 

“We have turned in a budget 
through the Board of Regents, for 
renovations to the library. Including 
planning money, it’s a little over 
$900,000. The first step is to get the 
planning money," said Marsala, 


CULlURAL 



Loan Checks in the 
Mail 


Margaret Holt 

Almagest 

If you're a student receiving 
financial aid in the form of a student 
loan, you may have found out about 
a new procedure called “Electronic 
Funds Transfer” (EFT) the hard 
way. 

The Financial Aid Office began 
using EFT during the summer ses¬ 
sion to disburse studeni loan funds. 
How does EFT work? The banks 
lending the money credit LSUS, and 
students receive financial aid credit 
for the amount of their loan to use 
for charging tuition and fees and 
LSUS Bookstore purchases instead 
of picking up an actual check at reg¬ 
istration. The remainder of the loan 
is then mailed to the student two to 
three weeks after classes begin. This 
has caused a problem for some stu¬ 
dents, such as Stephen Smith, a 
sophomore public relations major. 

Smith says he needs supplies for 
his photojournalism class that aren't 
available in the Bookstore, and since 
he has to wait for his loan check, he 
must somehow come up with the 
money for those supplies. “I have a 
child that t also have to buy school 
supplies, clothes, and food for,” 
Smith said. “I have to take money 
out of my fixed income for supplies 
I expected my loan to pay for and 
mat puts hardship on my family.” 

Ed Chase, director of Financial 
Aid, says EFT is necessary because 
the manual handling of checks has 
become physically impossible for his 


office. “Federal regulations state 
that we cannot begin processing 
checks more than ten days prior to 
the start of classes. This doesn't 
allow enough time to do it manually, 
so it has become imperative that we 
do it electronically,” Chase said. He 
says all schools are beginning to use 
EFT. 

Chase doesn't understand why 
some students are surprised about 
the procedure. “This matter was dis¬ 
cussed with the Student Government 
Association last spring," Chase said, 
“A form informing students about 
EFT was included in every loan 
application, and a second form was 
sent out when the loans were certi¬ 
fied," 

Chase says about 30 students who 
had special needs came and 
explained their situations. The 
Accounting Office accommodated 
them and they got their checks dur¬ 
ing the first week of classes. He says 
federal law allows his office three 
weeks after classes start to get stu¬ 
dents their checks, and he expects 
for all checks to be sent out by next 
week. 

As for Stephen Smith's problem. 
Chase says there is no easy way to 
solve it. “Students will just have to 
realize they may need supplies from 
outside the Bookstore and make 
arrangements for that,” Chase said. 
“I realize not every student will like 
this method, but we have to give the 
best service to the most students.” 


Building Needs $$$$ 


“We don't even have that yet. That's 
$76,000. That's what l requested 
Senator (Greg) Barro to do around 
June 6. He amended the capita! out¬ 
lay bill to include (the money),” he 
said. That money will be enough to 
hire an architect to redesign the 
lobby and the walls for the build¬ 
ing's new uses, he said. 

Sen. Barro, D-Shreveport, 
said he's not sure if the school will 
see the money from this legislative 
session or not, “We have a bond lim¬ 
itation of only $200,000 every 
year,” he said. Marsala said the 
school waited too long to get this 
into the bill. “You can't do it at the 
last minute,” he said, “This process 
should have been going on long 
before now.” 

If the $76,000 is not funded 
this year, Marsala said the school 


will have to reaccess options, and 
find another route. “I hate to say it, 
but we might have to use some 
reserve money to hire the architect, 
and then see what we can do. We 
desperately need that building,” he 
said. 

Once the school comes up 
with the planning money, it must go 
back to the legislature to ask for the 
additional money, over $800,000, 
Marsala said the earliest we might 
see anything done with the building 
would be late 1998. Marsala said the 
bookstore already has the money 
needed for their move. 

For now, the building is 
practically unused. Marsala said the 
Pioneer Heritage Center stores some 
artifacts on the second floor, and the 
Shreveport Symphony practices on 
the first floor on Mondays. 
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Proficiency continued from page one 


Regents leaves to each management 
board and campus the determination of 
what is the appropriate testing proce¬ 
dure giving each school the authority 
to pick its own form of testing. 

Dr. Gerard Killebrew, with the 
Board of Regents, said 
schools are required to cer- ■ 

tify that all of their students 
have completed all of the 
genera] education require- 
merits. However, Richard 
Avery, registrar for LSU- 
Alexandria, said his office 
has little contact with the 
Board of Regents. “Richard 
Avery doesn't have contact 
with the Board of Regents 

in regards to the certifies- - 

tion of competency exams." 
said Avery. "To get that 
kind of information..J don't know 
where you could get that,” Avery 
added. Killebrew wasn't able to specify 
any methods by which schools were 
supposed to offer this certification. 
Killebrew said, if a student receives a 
degree from a school the Board assumes 
that student has met the necessary 
requirements, no other type of certifica¬ 
tion is needed. 

Since the Board doesn't require a 
specific type of test to meet the Math 
and English requirement, different 
schools use different methods. Dr. Jim 
Brown, vice president of academic 
affairs at Mcneese University, said 
Mcneese doesn't require its students to 
take a proficiency exam, however, they 
do require students to take departmental 
exams in English and Math. “The test 
given at the end of the (second) English 
courses and Math courses are depart¬ 
mental In the Algebra class if a stu¬ 
dent has an ‘A 1 going into the final and 
fails the final, they fail the course. If 
they pass they pass Algebra (or English) 
that means they have passed the final, 
which is a departmental final, which is 
the competency exam." said Dr. Brown. 

Dr. Brown said he feels a proficien¬ 
cy exam is only one of the ways a school 
can meet the Board's general education 
requirement. “I think there are other 
ways to do it too. Actually, we here at 
Mcneese don't feel ii has to be a partic¬ 
ular test because we have this policy 
(departmental exam).” said Dr. Brown. 
He also said students at Mcneese were 
not charged for taking the department 
tals. 

Within the LSU system, LSUS is the 
only school to require a standardized 
proficiency exam. According to Dr. 
Laura Lindsey, LSU chancellor of acad¬ 
emic affairs, a student at LSU must 
complete the LSU Junior Division's 
core curriculum, before he or she can 
move on to their college major. Dr. 
Lindsey said the LSU core curriculum 


Within the 
LSU system, 
LSUS is the 
only school 
to require a 
standardized 
proficiency 
exam 


contains all of the courses outlined by 
the Board of Regents in their report, in 
addition, it contains courses the LSU 
faculty has determined should also be 
required. 

According to Lindsey, the general 
education requirements 

- are meant to insure a 

student has broad base 
of knowledge to help 
them achieve success in 
their upper level cours¬ 
es. “General education 
is basically a concept of 
what a ‘generally edu¬ 
cated' person is. Which 
is someone who has 
been exposed to a broad 

- base of knowledge that 

helps them have better 
thinking, writing, and 
analytical skills.” Lindsey said. 

Dr. Lindsey, who is also on the artic¬ 
ulation committee for the LSU-system, 
said LSU doesn't require a standardized 
test because, in effect, the courses are 
standardized. According to Lindsey the 
LSU Faculty Senate General Education 
Committee screens every general educa¬ 
tion course including the course materi¬ 
al and tests, and sets specific require¬ 
ments for those courses. Furthermore, 
LSU continues to screen the general 
education courses to make sure the stan¬ 
dards haven't been compromised. “The 
committee has done a number of things 
to determine whether those courses have 
maintained that thrust." Lindsey said, 
“One of them is that they survey all 
instructors to identify what they're 
doing, whether they're meeting those 
requirements, and then of course 
instructors are required to follow 
through on those requirements, and the 
students must meet the learning out¬ 
comes identified (by the Committee) in 
the courses .* Lindsey said. According 
to Lindsey, LSU also compiles a book¬ 
let, reviewed by the Faculty, that out¬ 
lines the goals of each course 

Dr. Lindsey acknowledged the fact 
that different Universities may have dif¬ 
fering opinions about what general edu¬ 
cation requirements should be and how 
they should be measured. “We require 
them (students) to take certain basic 
t English (and Math) courses and demon¬ 
strate those skills either through testing 
or completing the course requirement, 
plus additional Humanities require¬ 
ments.” said Lindsey. 

According to Dianne Merril, execu¬ 
tive secretary to the vice president of 
academic affairs at LSU-Alexandria, 
students there have several ways to meet 
the schools requirements for competen¬ 
cy in Math and English. “They (stu¬ 
dents) can score a minimum of 26 on the 
English portion of the enhanced ACT, 
an English score of both composites 


must be over 65, they can take a CLEPT 
subject exam, or the Advanced 
Placement exam, or a standardized 
English Competency exam selected by 
the College of Liberal Arts, or make a 
‘C 1 or better in English 101 and 102 and 
basically the same thing for Math.” said 
Merril. 

Up until a few years ago Louisiana 
Tech required its students to take a pro¬ 
ficiency exam. That exam has since 
been discontinued, according to 
Margaret Alexander, vice president of 
academic affairs at Louisiana Tech. 
Alexander said her school follows the 
rules given by Tech's governing board, 
the University of Louisiana System (for¬ 
merly known as the Board of Trustees). 
“The Board of Trustees has a policy and 
that's what we follow” said Ms. 
Alexander. “If you successfully com¬ 
plete the English and Math courses that 
are required then that is your proficien¬ 
cy.” 

Dr. Carroll Falcon, University of 
Louisiana System vice-president for 
academic affairs, said, schools that are 
under his Board's control are given gen¬ 
eral guidelines concerning the measur¬ 
ing of a students general education com¬ 
petency. “In some schools it may vary 
from a competency exam, and in some 
(schools) the compe- 
tency is satisfied by 
passing the second 
English or Math, 

Algebra course with 
a 'C* or better.” said 
Falcon. “I think in 
many cases that's 
how it’s done, by 
passing those cours¬ 
es.” Falcon said the 
requirement of a 
grade of ‘C in the 
Math and English 
courses is in itself a 
proficiency test. 

“That is a higher __ 

than normal requirement, it’s a block. 
Until you make a ‘C or higher in 
English...let's say English 102 which is 
the second English, you can't go on to 
the next course, and you shouldn't be 
allowed to graduate anyway.” said 
Falcon. “It's the same way with 
Algebra, if you don't make a *C* or bet¬ 
ter you can't go beyond that course.” 
said Falcon. 

In regard to the lade of a certification 
process from the Board of Regents, 
Falcon said administrators have to have 
faith in their staffs. “We have to have a 
little faith in the Vice-Presidents in each 
curriculum." said Falcon. “If you make 
sure each curriculum is designed to 
include all of these things, and second¬ 
ly, if each Registrar checks to make 
sure each student satisfies his curricu¬ 
lum, then that's about as far as you can 


If you make sure 
each curriculum is 
designed to include 
(educational 
requirements),,.and 
each registrar 
makes sure each 
student satisfies 
his 

curriculum...that’s 
about as far as you 
can go 


go.” said Falcon. 

Northeast Louisiana University is 
one of the few schools in Louisiana that 
requires a proficiency exam. NLU uses 
the General Education Assessment Test 
(GEAT). NLU Coordinator for 
Institution Effectiveness Katheryn 
Hutchison, said her school uses the test 
primarily to evaluate the school’s acad¬ 
emic program, “Before we selected this 
test we determined that it measured our 
goals and those things we wanted our 
students to attain.” said Hutchison. “We 
use the test in a number of ways." 
Hutchison said NLU uses the results of 
the test to look at the strengths and 
weaknesses of various programs at the 
university as a whole, then break the 
results into categories of the different 
academic colleges and then look at the 
results in each major. Hutchison said 
the GEAT test isn’t used as an exit 
exam, and up until this Summer students 
weren’t required achieve a minimum 
score, “We spent several years develop¬ 
ing a data-base.” said Hutchison. 
“That’s the purpose of it. This is not for 
weeding-out students, it’s for program 
evaluation, but to evaluate our program 
we have to look at our students. We’re 
using this in a very positive way rather 
than a penalty or a negative way.” said 
Hutchison. At NLU 
students are not 
charged a one-time 
fee. but pay for the 
testing through their 
tuition. “We have 
built into our tuition 
of full-time students 
a small fee which we 
use for assessment 
purposes... 1 think 
it’s something like 
three-dollars,” said 
Hutchison. “It (the 
fee) takes care of 
testing in many 
—areas, it’s not limit¬ 
ed to one area.” she added. 

Dr. Wilhelmia, LSUS assistant-dean 
of academic affairs said she plans to 
bring up the test issue with the LSUS 
Faculty Senate. “I have called schools 
adjacent to us and I’ve looked over 
Faculty Senate minutes.” said 
Wilhelmia. “and I’ve been talking to the 
president (Williams) about revisiting it, 
with the idea of looking at other schools 
around here, as well as around the state 
and how they do this (test competen¬ 
cy).” Faculty Senate President, Dr. 
Mike Williams said he expects the issue 
to come up in the Senate this Fall. 

As it stands, although it’s not a state¬ 
wide requirement, students at LSUS will 
be required to take the academic profiles 
test before graduating. The lest takes 
four hours, is given on a Saturday, and 
the cost to students is flfteen-dollars. 
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SUMMER’S OVER. 
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Chancellor Search Begins 


Shelly Cole 
Almagest 

LSUS has begun a search for a new 
Chancellor following the resignation of 
Dr. John R. Darling, June 5, 1995. 

The Chancellor search committee, 
including nine staff members and SGA 
President John Braud, began advertising 
for the position September 8, 1995. We 
are looking for someone with “strong 
evidence of institutional commitment, * 
said Dr. Milton Finley, Chairman of the 
committee. We need someone with an 
academic discipline degree, strong com¬ 
mitment to the leaching discipline, and 
extensive administrational experience, 
said Dr. Finley 

Dr. Vincent Marsala, who has been 
serving as Interim Chancellor since June, 
said, “I definitely intend to be a candidate 


for Chancellor.” 

Marsala is one of the original profes¬ 
sors at LSUS and has been in the LSU 
system since 1962 when he served as 
Academic Counselor at LSU-Baton 
Rouge. Marsala began his career at 
LSUS as an Associate Professor of 
History. He has held the positions of 
Chairman of the Department of Social 
Sciences, Dean of the College of General 
Studies and Dean of the Divion of 
Continuing Education and Public 
Service. 

The committee will review the appli¬ 
cations received and make a recommen¬ 
dation by December 1,1995 to Dr. 
Copping, LSU System President, said 
Finley. The Board of Supervisors will 
then receive the recommendation from 
Copping. 


The Following are the members of the LSUS Chancellor’s Search 
Committee: 


Dr. Michael Brendler, associate professor of Economics 
(College of Business Administration); 

Dr Rex Matlock, professor of Physics (College of 
Sciences); 

Dr. Mattie Mosley, professor of Education (College of 
Education;) 

Dr. Carlos Spaht, professor of Mathematics (College of 
Sciences); 

Nancy Hutson, assistant professor of English (College of 
Liberal Arts); 


Advisory Committee 
Plan Adopted 


Kevin Blanchard 

Almagest 

A plan proposed last spring calling for 
the reorganization of the University deci¬ 
sion making process is being adopted this 
semester. Proposed by former 
Chancellor John Darling, the plan creates 
a new committee, the Advisory 
Committee, to direct counsel the chancel¬ 
lor in University affairs. 

Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs, 
Dr. Stuart Mills, is pleased with the new 
system. He said, “It’s a normal process 
of trying to keep the lines of communica¬ 
tion open." 

The new committee will include the 
Executive Council, the previous advisory 
body, as well as representatives from the 
Council of Deans, Faculty Senate, Staff 
Senate, Information Services, Council of 


Chairs, and Student Government 
Association. Each of these groups had 
expressed concern over a perceived lack 
of academic influence in the Executive 
Council. 

Though the Advisory Committee has 
taken the place of the Executive Council 
in the official chain-of-command, the 
Economic Council still meets informally 
with the chancellor to discuss policy. 

The second part of Darling’s proposal, 
the hiring of outside consultants to 
streamline the internal workings of the 
university, has been delayed until a per¬ 
manent chancellor can be hired. Mills 
estimated that position, now held by 
Interim Chancellor Vincent Marsala, may 
be filled by the end of the fall semester. 
Until that time, Mills said, “We are con¬ 
stantly looking at our organization from 
the inside.” 


Rhodes Scholarship Available 


Flynn Dulle 
Almagest 

Students interested in attending 
Oxford University and competing for the 
Rhodes Scholarship need to contact the 
Office of Sponsored Research immediate¬ 
ly. Recipients of the two-year scholarship 
receive all tuition and fees paid as well as 
a stipend of £ 6,708 per year, paid direct¬ 
ly to the scholar. 

Candidates must be between the 


ages of 18 and 23 on October 1,1995, be 
in excellent academic standing and be 
assured of obtaining a Bachelor's Degree 
by October 1, 1996. Marriage is no 
longer a bar to applying for, or holding 
the scholarship. Women and ethnic 
minorities are encouraged to apply. 
Applications must be postmarked by 
October 16, 1995. For further informa¬ 
tion. contact the Office of Sponsored 
Research. 


Larry Ramblin, instructor of Health and Physical 
Education and Director of Athletics (College of 
Education); 

Mary Bowman, associate librarian (Noel Memorial 
Library); 

Virginia Young, president of the LSUS Staff Senate and 
project coordinator for the Small Business Development 
Center; 

John Braud, LSUS student and president of the Student 
Government Association; 

Hank Richter, president of the LSUS Alumni 
Association Board; 

Horace Ladymon, community leader; 

Donald L. Horton, president, C&H Services, LSUS 
Executive Advisory Board; 

Sara Margaret White, representative for the LSU in 
Shreveport Foundation, Inc.; 

Dr. H. Douglas Braymer, representative for the LSU 
System, Vice President of Academic Affairs. 

For more information, please call Cathy Graham, LSUS 
Director of Information Services, at (3l8)-797-5257 


Parking Lot Opinions 


Flynn Dulle 

Almagest 

Real Capiat ns Don't Need Hair ., Geaux 
Tigers... Rush Rules ... The students and 
faculty at LSUS are a funny, opinionated, 
and diverse bunch. How do 1 know? It 
says so, right on their bumpers. I recently 
read quite a few bumper stickers while 
vainly questing for a parking spot. 

We’ve got community athletes: 
Shreveport Rugby Football Club , City of 
Shreveport Swim Team, Red River 
Lacrosse Club , and Caddo Bossier Soccer 
Association, There’s even one student 
thafd rather be Skydiving. Sports fans 
also everywhere, 1 think every local high 
school mascot was represented as well as 
the Cowboys, Saints, Bulldogs(LA Tech 
and Texas A&M), Mavericks, and Cubs. 

I also saw Grateful Dead and 
Beastie Boys stickers as well as every 
Shreveport radio station represented and a 
couple from Dallas. The ever present No 
Fear was there as well as a single Know 
Fear 

The environment is also an issue. 
One driver advertises that No CFC’s 
Ozone Friendly while another Smokes and 


Votes. A third wants an Unspoiled 
Louisiana Scenic Parkway... F49. 

Current politics abound. Stickers 
both tor and against Clinton in "96 can be 
seen. RGemer in * 95 is also out there. One 
driver wanted None Of The Above For 
Governor 

Civic minded drivers Support State 
Troopers and one driver is a volunteer 
Firefighter. Another reads: Forget the Dog r 
Beware the Owner 

One sticker urges Practice 
Random Kindness and Senseless Acts of 
Beauty. Another states in a simpler form: 
F@%k More t Bitch Less. Who can argue 
with either of those messages? 

Finally, my favorite and an overall good 
warning to all on the LSUS campus: Don t 
Let Your Mind Wander h f s Too Smalt To 
Be Left Alone. 

I- 1 

i Babysitter Needed i 

[Experience fit references] 
required. 

I I 

! Call 742-7592 

9a.m.-9p.m. I 
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From the Editor 


New Staff, Same Objective 


Greetings and welcome to 
another edition of The Almagest. 

There is a new sheriff in 
town, but only for one semester. 
After this semester. I’ll be joining 
the ranks of the unemployed, if only 
for a little while. As hard as this 
may be to grasp, I will refrain from 
blaming my unemployment on the 
Republican Party. 

I will have only ten issues to 
play with, so we will cover as much 
ground as possible in that space. 

This semester we will try to 
find out just who is in charge of (or 
responsible for) higher education in 
Louisiana. 

We will learn that rushing 
for 2000 yards in 14 games makes 
one immune from prosecution. We 
will not discover why that is so. 

We wilt revel in football 
season, and in Notre Dame’s worst 
showing since the forward pass was 
legalized. The Floundering Irish are 
off to a great start, and have not 
played an actual varsity game yet 
this season. 

Chris Kirkley will attempt to 
lead us through that dark, smelly 
place that is Louisiana politics. This 
is, after all, an election year. Many 
LSUS students will be voting for 
governor for the first time. Let us 
hope that they do better than their 
predecessors. It sounds like a cliche, 
but the future of this state does rest 
with the students of LSUS, and other 


state universities. Cliched or not, 
this nugget has not reached many 
Louisiana state politicians, who treat 
higher education as a problem, and 
not as an opportunity. 

Kurt Pickett will stir up as 
much controversy as is humanly pos¬ 
sible. On page seven, he gels off to 
a good start. 

Dave Raiford begins his 
one-man crusade against the profi¬ 
ciency exam silliness in this issue. 
This is an issue that will not die. 
The Saturday of the exam, we will 
both have to postpone our editing 
duties for The Almagest in order to 
demonstrate functional literacy. 
Dave is displeased. 

These issues and others will 
affect LSUS students. The staff 
members of The Almagest , while 
cheerful and efficient, are' not omni¬ 
scient. Let us know if there are 
other events or issues that you are 
interested in, and we will send a 
member of our crack investigative 
team out into the cold to track down 
the story. 

The Almagest is here to 
serve the student body of LSUS. 
While there are new faces here at 
The Almagest, the generally low 
motivation of communication majors 
has insured us of a low staff 
turnover. With luck, these same 
staff writers will be here for years to 
come, gaining experience, and 
weight. 


Letters Policy 


The Almagest requests your reactions through Letters to the 
Editor. Letters should be typed and double spaced. Please 
include your class and major field of study. Letters should 
be submitted to The Almagest office, BH 344, by noon on 
the Friday preceding the Thursday publication date. 
Obscene, libelous and anonymous letters will not be print* 
ed. The Almagest reserves the right to edit letters. 
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Governor’s Race Heats Up 


Chris Kirkley 
Almagest 


It’s election season in Louisiana and 
(here are no less than founeen candidates 
for Governor. One might think that with 
so many choices, Louisiana’s voters enjoy 
an embarrassment of democratic riches. A 
careful inspection of the gubernatorial 
field, however, leaves this voter feeling 
just plain embarrassed. 

Among the crowd of hopefuls, the top 
four contenders in the polls are Cleo 
Fields, Melinda Schwegmann, Mary 
Landrieu, and Buddy Roemer. Fifth 
District Congressman Fields (Dem.) is best 
known as a tireless champion of apportion¬ 
ment by race. Lt. Governor 
Schwegmann’s (Dem.) family are New 
Orleans super-market moguls. State 
Treasurer Landrieu (Dem.) is from New 
Orleans, Baton Rouge, and Monroe (she 
gets around). Leading in the polls is ex- 
Govemor Roemer (Rep.), a Bossier Parish 
native trying to resurrect his political 
career. Roemer seems likely to make the 
run-off, but carries a lot of baggage that 
could hurt him in a one-on-one race. 

Roemer comes from a political family. 
His father, Charles Roemer, was Governor 
Edwin Edward’s chief administrator in the 
‘70s before he was indicted, convicted, 
jailed, and subsequently acquitted in the 
“Bri-Lab" federal racketeering investiga¬ 
tion. Adeline Roemer was an unsuccessful 
candidate for her son’s congressional seat 
in 1988. Buddy Roemer himself was first 
elected to office as Democratic 
Congressman from Louisiana’s 4th District 
(then Northwest Louisiana’s only district) 
in 1980. In Washington, Roemer was an 
outspoken leader of the conservative '‘boll- 
weevil” Democrats whose support was 
often crucial to the success of Reagan ini¬ 
tiatives in the Democrat controlled 
Congress. Banking on his popularity back 
home in Northwest Louisiana, Roemer 
decided to run for Governor in 1987 
against twice-indicted incumbent Edwin 
Edwards. A Dark-horse candidate who 


polled fifth through most of the campaign, 
Roemer ran as a “revolutionary.” He 
promised, if elected, to stamp out corrup¬ 
tion, reform state finances, and most 
importantly, improve Louisiana’s schools. 
Roemers constant refrain in the ‘87 cam¬ 
paign was “For our children.” With the 
backing of most of the state’s newspapers, 
Roemer came from behind to “slay the 
dragon” (Edwards) and place first in the 
open primary. Faced with certain defeat, 
Edwards bowed-out of the race and 
Buddy’s band of “Roemerista" reformers 
took over the Governors Mansion. 

Politicians follow the path of least resis¬ 
tance wherever it leads, whereas statesmen 
try to do what’s right and often meet a 
great deal of resistance. Being a statesman 
is hard work, as Buddy Roemer found out 
one year into his term, when his mixed- 
bag of fiscal reform proposals was rejected 
by the voters. Instead of re-doubling his 
efforts to pass his program, Roemer essen- I 
tially abandoned his reform agenda and 
devoted the rest of his term to alienating 
constituents. The press, law officers, 
teachers, and many of his staunchest sup¬ 
porters in the state legislature fell misled 
again and again. Roemers party-switch 
midway through his term left many 
Democrats feeling betrayed, while at the 
same time he made enemies right and left 
among Louisiana Republicans. Although 
unpopular when his re-election campaign 
began in 1991. the Governor was lucky in | 
that his opponents were David Duke and 
Edwin Edwards. Against such competi¬ 
tion, re-election should have been easy for 
Roemer, yet he ran such an uninspiring 
and sluggish race that he failed to make the; 
run-off. Buddy placed third in the open-pri-! 
mary behind the two most widely (and 
wildly) hated men in Louisiana. 

It is 1995 and Buddy Roemer is once 
again asking Louisiana voters to elect him 
as Governor. His response to criticisms of 
his previous term is “I’m sorry.” Roemer 
says he has learned from hts mistakes. 

What has he learned? It seems apparent 
that he has learned to cover his right flank 
and not allow another candidate to claim 
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An Introduction 




Kurt Pickitt 


Last 

then-editor 
Alexander 
me to write a 
unin for 

ter’s Almagest 
Alexis 

that the paper 
come under 
scrutiny for 
allegedly too 
wing” (From wnum 
this scrutiny came, 

I don’t know: The students of LSUS are so 
apathetic that I will never believe that they 
said a word; the administration, as Emma 
Goldman put it, “no doubt [feels] that as 
long as it permits] its subject to let off 
steam in unhampered talk, there [will be] 
no danger of rebellion”; and the faculty is 
generally ecstatic about any student expres¬ 
sion). Apparently, I,alone, am sufficient 
for balance. 

I know that 1 am perceived as a ‘left- 
wing” extremist, a radical liberal, I take no 
great offense at being labeled a liberal, for 
u was answer-seeking, construct-question¬ 
ing, capitalist-abhorring, intellectual liber¬ 
als that gave us the forty hour work week, 
weekends, and end to child labor, and pub¬ 
lic education, among innumerable other 
liberties we now take for granted. 

But this is not the liberal you see in me, 
or the liberal that society sees today Ymi 
see me as a liberal because I am va¬ 
cated on the UC’s Housing bulletin board) 
a Tag”, a pro-pom feminist, and an 
activist-because I adhere to many of the 
tenets of the template of liberalism, the 
dogma of liberalism. In fact, today, these 


words-conservative and liberal-have no 
meaning, save the meaning that is derived 
from an associated, embedded dogma. I 
am a liberal to you because of the dogma 
with which you associate the word-the 
dogma with which you, therefore, associ¬ 


ate me. But l am not this dogma -my 
beliefs are varied and much more consis¬ 
tent than the dogmatic platforms of liberal¬ 
ism or conservatism, neither of which are 
based in reason. Today, liberal (and con¬ 
servative) establishment asks me to be 
something or nothing, to forsake my judge¬ 
ment and assimilate. This dogma does not 
ask me to think or define myself; it merely 
seeks to create distinction and division. 

This , l tell you, the students of LSUS, 
that you might realize the danger of seden¬ 
tary dogma-the deductive gulag that whis¬ 
pers in all of our ears that everything is 
OK, and then sucks our intellect dry. 
LSUS has never been an environment of 
intellectual discourse-a pitiful admission 
for an institution of higher learning. While 
Centenary’s students are feisty with discus¬ 
sions of Gayle Rubin and Jean Genet, most 
of you are boring with whines of not 
enough parking spaces (when LSUS has 
the best parking in the world). Something 
must change. 

Over the course of this semester, 
through this column, I intend to drive a 
stake of thought through each of your per¬ 
sonal gulag’s hearts. I will challenge many 
of your most sacred beliefs in the hope that 
LSUS might be energized and become the 
university that it should be-one thal is vital 
with debate and social consciousness. 

In my following pieces, 1 will examine 
various national political events and inter¬ 
pret them from my “liberal” perspective. 
Though I believe my thoughts are founded 
in reason and not in dogma, many of you, 
nevertheless, will disagree with my asser¬ 
tions. Some of you will whine, while oth¬ 
ers of you might engage me and the entire 
university with ripe discussion, here in the 
pages of Almagest, For those of you who 
will, lei the debate begin. 

Who among you will rise to the chal¬ 
lenge. 


A Conservative Multiplys 



For years I have tried to find various things that will moti¬ 
vate me to do well in school and work. As I begin my 30th| 
year of life. 1 think I have finally found that which motivates| 
more than anything else.. .1 am going to be a father. 

No, not a Catholic priest, a real father; a dad. I never! 
thought it would happen. Dad’s are old, wise and sit in theirl 
easy chairs mumbling about the evening news. I am not like! 
that at all. I am young, vibrant, and have a relatively full! 
head of hair. In high school, I even attended a Van Halenj 
concert. Surely no dad has ever done that. 

1 must confess though, this was not an unplanned thing. 

Debbie (that’s my wife) and I had been trying for a few 
months. I was beginning to think there was something wrong when one evening in 
July, Debbie came into the living room and said, “Honey, I am late." After I finished 
grumbling at Tom Brokaw, 1 stretched in my Lazy Boy and inquired as to just what 
she was late for. “You know,” she replied, “My period." 

1 was surprisingly calm, as I learned she was a couple of weeks late. After dis¬ 
cussing the issue, we decided the best course of action would be to purchase a home 
pregnancy test. We promptly did this. 

We read the instructions on the wav home and once inside, I immediately went to 


Chuck Phillips 


No Justice, no Peace 


Letters to the Editor: 

Don’t be fooled. The parched grass 
and dying shrubs, trees and flowers 
across the campus are just victims of the 
extreme heat and no rain. 

Hired killers paid and armed with poi¬ 
son by the physical plant staff have been 
commanded to spray “Roundup”poison 
in a war raged against living plants to 
insure death guaranteed not to have any 
resurrection nor posterity. 

This chemical warfare is a death mask 
around crape myrtle shrubs, trees, vege¬ 
tation within more than a foot along 
walks, buildings, any sign standards and 
other things which rest or touch the 
ground. 

The grass on campus is a special gift 
of creation, not planted or seeded at a 
cost of budgets, yet the budget pays for 
poison to destroy it. Take a painful look 
around the Noel Memorial Library build¬ 
ing. Wide bands of dead grass envelope 
the walks and building where neither 
grass nor other plants will grow for 
months to come. How completely devas¬ 
tated the areas will be remains to be seen 

Most painful for me has been the ruth¬ 
less spraying and kilting of plants in the 
flower beds around the Health and 
Physical Education Building. In July the 


wild flower beds on the east side of the 
building were attacked with poison 
destroying valuable pink daisy chrysan¬ 
themums, irreplaceable lavender petu¬ 
nias, opal basil, unnamed daisy and wild- 
flowers, in full bloom. This first attack 
seemed the unbelievable work by sadist 
to me. 

This week brought another attack. 
This time on the flower beds in front. 
Cascades of blooms in rich hues of red 
and purple were sprayed with the poison. 
Others, not so vibrant with blooms 
awaiting fall color, fell victims to the 
paid killer vindication. It is sickening to 
realize this beauty which has been a 
delight to many people and was a 
promise of more now and through prop¬ 
agation, has been so ruthlessly 
destroyed. Nothing concerning these 
flower beds has involved any expense to 
the University; not the plants, seeds, nor 
fertilizer, not even the water hose or 
tools nor hours of tender loving care. 

The schemers have not pleaded NOT 
GUILTY FOR REASON OF INSANI¬ 
TY. There seems to be no real remorse 
for racking painful disappointment and 
devastation to dreamers of a beautiful 
campus. 

Myrtle West 


Every semester countless students begin 
their classes with no textbooks. This 
semester l am one of those students. Once 
again the LSU-S bookstore has displayed 
their incompetence when it comes to 
ordering books. And because of their 
incredible mismanagement, 1 am now two 
weeks behind in Psychology 152. To 
make matters worse, Dr. Holt was not 
even informed that half of his students 
would not be able to purchase books the 
first month of his class! 

This is insulting to both the students 
and to him. We have paid hundreds of 
dollars to take a class for which the text¬ 
books are not available. Psychology 152 
is a class that every Psychology major 
must take . Why on earth would the book¬ 
store neglect to order enough textbooks? 


Ordering books is the only responsibility 
that they have! Next Thursday l am going 
to be tested on the first four chapters of 
the book. The bookstore has informed me 
that the book will not be in by then. If I 
fail the test, who is responsible? Is it the 
bookstore, the Department Heads, or the 
Administration? Why does this happen 
every semester? Why do the students just 
accept this disgusting display of thought 
less ineptitude as a given? Is this all that 
we expect out of our University? Maybe 
this is why Bossier Parish Community 
College's enrollment increases each year 
while LSU-S’s decreases. 

Things must improve. 

Marie Arnold 

Freshman, Psychology 


the bathroom to try the device. After waiting several minutes, the test strip turned 
plaid instead of giving a positive or negative sign. I thought it was defective until 
Debbie informed me that it was she who was supposed to take the test. That really 
does make better sense when you think about it. 

While Debbie used the second test strip, I went back to the living room to see what 
was happening on CNN. Just as my gag reflex responded to the latest political crisis, 
Debbie stepped into the room. 

To accurately describe the look she had about her at that moment would win the 
Nobel prize for literature. To say she glowed is an understatement. Without having 
to look at the test results, I knew thal she was to be a mother. That made me a... 

After regaining consciousness, I studied the test strip. Debbie and I both read and 
re-read the directions to make sure we had not made a mistake. Once I had decided 
that the test was indeed accurate, I began to pack Debbie’s bag to go to the hospital. 
She said the bag was not yet necessary because chances were that she would not be 
able to fit into any of those clothes in a few months anyway. “What do you mean?" 


see Conservative, page 8 
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Governor cont. from page 6 


Shopping Made Difficult 


the position of “the” conservative candi¬ 
date (sound enough strategy). He has 
taken steps to appease religious conserva¬ 
tives with long memories where abortion 
and gambling are concerned. Buddy 
Roemer has learned to campaign better.but 
has he learned to be a better governor? 

The new Roemer platform appears to 
be “Chain-gangs—fur 'em,” and “Unwed 
Mothers—Agin 'em.” Chain-gangs are 
fine by me, and illegitimacy is a big prob¬ 
lem, but in Louisiana we have bigger fish 


I asked. “Honey,” Debbie replied, “in a 
few months I will be fat.” 

The last thing 1 remember before the 
flying skillet was that 1 had found some¬ 
thing humorous and had been laughing. 
For the life of me, I can 1 ! recall what was 
so funny. 

After having the doctor confirm the 
results, the next step was to shop for baby 
stuff. You know, all those cute things 
that women coo over. The thing is, it 
was not my wife that made such a big 
deal over the baby things.. .it was me and 
my dad. 

A few weeks after we found out 
Debbie was pregnant, Dad an 1 were in a 
local sporting goods store browsing for 
the latest in hunting equipment when we 
saw a pair of camouflage baby boots. We 
both spotted them at the same time and 
nearly knocked each other down trying to 
get to them. 

Now ladies, I am going to break the 
masculine code of silence for a minute 
and let you in on a little secret. Men love 
children. Even in the middle of a store 
that freshens its air with synthesized 
testosterone, the mere sight of baby boots 
causes all thoughts of killing dear, ducks 
and squirrel to vanish. How we must 
have looked, each holding those little 


to fry. Any prescription for what ails our 
state government must focus on the poor 
quality of our schools and deplorable con¬ 
dition of our public finances. Buddy 
Roemer distinguished himself from the 
pack of would-be governors in 1987 by 
addressing these issues. If he wants to win 
the general election in 1995, he should 
speak to more serious issues. Louisiana 
voters need a reason to support someone 
who has dropped the ball before. 


boots up to our own foot gear in an effort 
to compare the incomparable. 

Since that day, Debbie has had her 
first two ultra-sounds and we have been 
able to see the baby's heart beat. What a 
miracle it is to realize that 1 am to 
become the dad. The only thing that has 
really changed in my life is that I am no 
longer striving to succeed for myself and 
my wife, I am now motivated by a gift 
from God. I am now studying belter and 
working longer than I ever have. I am 
not doing these things to achieve materi¬ 
al wealth, but to make sure that my baby 
is well taken care of. J can't go through 
the pain and discomfort of child birth, 
nor can 1 do much more for my wife than 
offer support. The only fifing J can do is 
to provide for my bride the best 1 can 
while she nourishes and protects our 
child. Once it becomes my lime to be 
close to the baby, he will have the secu¬ 
rity that comes from the love of his mom 
and dad. 

In the meantime, as 1 search for wis¬ 
dom, I continue to sit in my easy chair 
after a long day of work and school, 
mumbling about the news and the state of 
societal affairs...just like my dad. 


Amy Bickers 
Almagest 

Since 1 started dating my boyfriend, 1 
have noticed something very strange. 
When J was single it never happened, so 
it was rather shocking the first time 1 
noticed it. We had gone to a local stereo 
store to check out prices on compact disc 
players. 1 was interested in purchasing 
one for my car. We looked around, nei¬ 
ther of us knowing what to look for or 
how to compare brands. A salesman 
greeted us and I told him I was interested 
in a cd changer. “Well, good, good. Let 
me tell you about what we have,” he 
said, and immediately began filling my 
boyfriend in on the merits of a fine cd 
player. From that moment on, he 
addressed the male half of our couple. 

It seems obvious that a salesman 
should speak to the person interested in 
making the purchase, right? I was con¬ 
fused, Was l imagining it? I asked ques¬ 
tions and watched as he directed the 
answers to my boyfriend. We left with¬ 
out making a purchase, and my boyfriend 
asked if I noticed that I'd been ignored. 

It was the first time, but certainty not 
the last time, a salesman would ignore 
me. It’s happened many times since 
then. A few months ago, we went in 
search of a cellular phone for our many 
road trips. At yet another stereo and 
electronics store, I filled out the credit 
forms for the cellular service and wrote 
the check for the purchase, While 1 did 
this, by boyfriend got an earful from the 
salesman about service plans, options, 
etc. 

Maybe what bothers me most is the 
fact that 1 prefer it this way. Fd rather be 
free to simply listen and not have to 
respond. Leave that to “the man.” I'm 
free to wonder away without feeling 


rude. Fra free to listen to the interesting 
parts and block out the rest. If I do miss 
something, I can ask my boyfriend, who, 
of course, heard every word. It seems 
like an excellent arrangement to me. 

1 have tried to call on my feminist 
instincts. Rise up. Demand to be spoken 
to about the product I intend to buy. What 
would Gloria Steinem say? Or, like 
Helen Reddy should 1 sing out “I am 
woman, Hear me roar.” 

But alas, I do not feel indignant. I am 
a southern giri, I was raised to always be 
polite, say “yes ma'am” and “no sir.” 
“What's Ehe magic word?” “Did you say 
thank you?” There are a few rules that 
must be followed in the South and being 
polite is number one on the list. I would 
never tell a salesman to please direct his 
answers to me. As Barbara Walters once 
said, “if it's a woman, it's too often 
pushy; if ifs a man, it's aggressive in the 
best sense of the word.” 

My main reaction is laughter. How 
silly it seems. At restaurants, the check is 
always laid near the plate of my 
boyfriend. How could they know that I 
usually pay for our meals? 

To me, it is simply an observation of 
my life as a woman. Let those salesmen 
go on and on to my boyfriend. Let wait¬ 
ers put the check next to him. Maybe it 
will encourage him to pay. When phone 
solicitors call and ask for the head of the 
household, I will hand the phone to the 
man of the house. Why scream out for 
equal treatment? Fd rather be treated bet¬ 
ter. To quote Anita Loos, “the people 
Fm furious with are the women's libera- 
tiomsts. They keep getting up on soap¬ 
boxes and proclaiming women are 
brighter than men. That's true, but it 
should be kept quiet or it mins the whole 
racket.” 


Conservative cont. from page 7 


Continuing Ed does it all 


The Department of Continuing 
Education is on the first floor of Bronson 
Hall. You have probably breezed right 
through it on your way to the library, not 
knowing that many non-credit courses 
are offered there every semester to stu¬ 
dents and the public. 

The department offers almost any 
course you could think of: forest man¬ 
agement, yoga, cartooning, floral 
arranging, and many more, approximate¬ 
ly 150 courses is offered on fall semester 
only. In addition to the “fun” courses, 
you can take an examination preparation 
course before that important test, or 
enroll in one of the certificate programs 
such as the Paralegal Institute certificate 
program or microcomputer applications 
certificate program. This fairs new- 
course is environmental & occupational 
safety training. As a LSU-S student you 


will get a 10 percent discount on all the 
courses. 

In addition to adults' programs, the 
department offers children's programs; 
during last summer the department 
offered 74 children's programs, for 
example, swimming lessons in three dif¬ 
ferent levels. The more advanced swim¬ 
mers could join the swimming team. 

The department was established in 
1972, said Lottie Huckaby* administra¬ 
tive secretary of continuing education. In 
the academic year of 1992-93 the num¬ 
ber of participants for the non-credit 
courses was 22,000, she continued. In 
addition, the department is self-support¬ 
ing and receives no government funds. 
Furthermore* the department co-spon¬ 
sors seminars and conferences. Some 
upcoming seminars include, “Give me 
your money, please!,” a one day work¬ 


shop to help business owners and 
“Children of crisis, violence & 
loss,” a program for helping educa¬ 
tors, counselors, and childserviee 
professionals to work effectively 
with a crisis-affected child. 

You can register for courses in 
person, by phone or by fax as long as 
there is room, Huckaby said. 
However, you should register at least 
three working days before the begin¬ 
ning of the course. For more infor¬ 
mation concerning the fall schedule* 
stop by room BH119. 


If you have 45 credit hours 
and have taken English 
105,English 115, and Math 
121, you will need to take the 
LSUS Academic Proficiency 
Test. 


Application Deadline: October 
6, 1995 


Test Date: Saturday, October 
21, 1995A 


Time; 8 am to 12 noon 


To check-in the day of the test 
students should arrive at 
Bronson Hall by 7:45 am 


The cost is $15.00. The fee 
must be paid when you apply. 
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Lost in the Library? 


PSYCH Major 
Recognized for Exellence 


Almagest Staff 
report. 

The National Phi Kappa PHi 
Honor society has awarded one 
LSUS student a $7,500 scholarship. 
Sabrina M. Starling, a psychology 
major, received the scholarship for 
the first year of graduate study at the 
University of Texas at Austin. 
Starling has been admitted to the 
University of Texas’ Ph.D. program 
in counseling psychology. 

Starling, who transferred to 
LSUS after attending LSU- 
Alexandria for two years, earned a 


4.0 grade point average and graduat¬ 
ed summa cum laude. She also has 
served as vice president of the 
Psychology Club, Phi Kappa Phi, 
and has worked two years as a peer 
counselor and student assistant in the 
LSUS counseling Center. 

To be a member in Phi 
Kappa Phi a student must be in the 
upper 5% of students in their final 
period of their junior year or the 
upper 10% of senior students. 

LSUS has had three of its 
nominees selected for Phi Kappa Phi 
award in the past five years. 


Mr. Lupus, 


Aiysa Taylor 

Have you ever had an unwanted guest 
drop by? You know, the kind you wish 
would go away and never return? Well, 
it happened to me. Mr. Lupus was this 
strange character who came into my life. 
In fact, he moved in without invitation 
and without any intention of leaving. He 
was not a new acquaintance, nor was he 
a new pet. Mr. Lupus was a chronic dis¬ 
ease I acquired, Mr. Lupus was here to 
stay! My life and my family’s life would 
never be the same. 

The type of lupus 1 have is medically 
known as systemic lupus erythematosus, 
or SLE. Lupus is a chronic, systemic, 
inflammatory disease that mainly affects 
young, black females. It is a serious 
health problem. The cause is unknown; 
however, doctors and scientists agree 
that it is an autoimmune disease. This 
means that the immune system some¬ 
times becomes overactive and goes out of 
control causing this powerful, protective 
system to no longer defend the body 
against illness. Under normal conditions, 
when harmful bacteria invade the body, 
protective substances called antibodies 
develop to fight off the bacteria. When 
someone has lupus, antibodies may be 
formed even without the presence of for¬ 
eign substances, like bacteria. These 
unnecessarily formed antibodies are 
called autoantibodies because they attack 
the body's tissue. The results are inflam¬ 
mation, redness, pain, and injury to body 
tissues and organs. 

I had worked at the Center of 
Excellence for Arthritis and 
Rheumatology for six years. I never 
dreamed 1 would experience a rheuma- 
tologic problem. I had the symptoms of 
lupus for six months before I was posi¬ 
tively diagnosed with it. 1 wanted to cry 
out to this disease, “Go away! Why me? 


Go Away! 


What have 1 done to deserve this?" I was 
scared and afraid of the unknown. I was 
a desperate woman on a mission to find 
out all I could about this disease. How 
questioned doctors who knew about 
lupus. I was continually assured that with 
the proper medication 1 could continue to 
have a normal life. Their words did not 
console me. 

One of the hardest things 1 had to do 
was tell my children. They already had 
feelings of abandonment with the 
absence of their father due to a divorce. 
How could 1 say the words, “I have an 
incurable disease.’’? I was overwhelmed. 
I practiced how to tell my sons; howev¬ 
er, my words became tears as 1 began to 
tell . I cried uncontrollably. 

Later, 1 secured pamphlets that 
explained my disease in layman terms. 1 
gave each one to my children. I could see 
the fear and confusion in their faces. 
Recently, an aunt on their father’s side 
died of lupus. “Are you going to die, 
mama?” asked my youngest son. I want¬ 
ed to handle this question gently and 
without alarm. “Oh no," I assured him. 
“Mama’s not dying.” 1 said that even 
though 1 fell 1 was. 

1 have been prescribed medication that 
helps eliminate the pain and inflamma¬ 
tion, but the fear of what this disease is 
doing to my body stays in the back of my 
mind. 

Finally, I have come to realize (hat 
my life is not over, and I have a lot of 
living to do. 1 have learned to appreciate 
each new day. My entire outlook on life 
has changed since Mr. Lupus moved in. 
I feel that I am a much better person 
because of my disease. My life has more 
meaning and direction now. Although 
lupus was an unwelcome guest, he has 
made me a stronger black woman was a 
new inner peace. 


Melanie Humphrey 

Almagest 

Have you ever been frustrated in a 
library? For most of you, the answer is 
an emphatic,"YES!” Whether you are 
just completely lost, or upset because 
you can't find what you are looking for, 
trips to the library can be somewhat dis¬ 
heartening — but they don’t have to be. 

Follow a few simple steps and be 
assured that your valuable time will not 
be wasted. 

Know what you are looking for. Try 
to be as specific as possible about your 
topic. If you are doing extensive research 
for a paper, think-out and talk-out the 
exact kind of information you need. For 
example, if you are researching drugs, 
ask yourself, “What do I want to find 
out?" Do you want to deal with the men¬ 
tal or physical effects of a specific drug, 
or the impact of drugs on society and the 
family? If you begin your search by sim¬ 
ply looking for information about the 
broad category of drugs you may find 
that you wilt be wasting time weeding 
out unnecessary items. Also, decide if 
you want the most current information, 
which can only be found in periodicals, 
or if you are looking for something in 
book form — or both. 

Know who to ask. A common mistake 
students make is thinking that everyone 


who works in the library is a librarian 
Libraries, especially those the size of 
Noel Memorial Library, are staffed with 
numerous clerks and receptionists who 
may not know how to help you find spe¬ 
cific information. The reference desk is 
the best place to ask any question, as well 
as a good place to begin your search. The 
reference desk is manned by qualified 
librarians who are there for you. Don't 
be afraid to interrupt them and politely 
ask your question. Noel Memorial 
Library librarian Mary Bowman said that 
students should always ask for help if 
they cannot find what they are looking 
for. “If you don’t ask, you are denying 
us the opportunity to help.” 

Check both MAVEN and the card cat¬ 
alog. What is MAVEN? MAVEN is the 
computerized card catalog at Noel 
Memorial Library. Computers may serai 
overwhelming, but if you read the 
instructions on the terminal, keyboard 
and screen you will be able to use 
MAVEN effectively. Maven is a fairly 
new system. It houses only items cata¬ 
loged after January 1, 1981. MAVEN is 
updated daily, but the card catalog still 
holds more information — so check both. 

These are just a few tips to aid you in 
your endeavors at the library, but don’t 
forget that the librarians are there to 
help. 


WANT TO WRITE? 
Learn the hard way- 
write for the Almagest. 

P.all 7Q7-5398 

or 

come by Bronson Hall room 

344 . 
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IN THE DORM 




Voice-activated 
micro answerer 

Don’t miss important calls 
when you’re not in your 
room. Remote operation. 

#43-752MB . 


Upright cordless phone 
won't tie you down 

CCT circuitry provides excellent 
clarity and range. Handy base- 
to-handset paging. #43 ioosmb 


24 s9 


Basic trim phone 
saves space 

Lighted Keypad for dialing 
in the dark. Three colors 

Whit*, #43 585MB Almond, 
•43-586M8 Gray. #43-587MB 




Shielded die-cast 
2-way A/V speaker 

Great for use near PC 
or TV. 4" woofer and 
1" soft-dome tweeter. 

Black. #40-2048MB 
White. #40-2059MB 



AM/FM cassette music 
system with E-Bass 

Compact speakers let you share 
the music, headphones let you 
listen privately. #u-i209MB 



IN THE CLASSROOM 



Indoor TV/FM antenna 
improves reception 

Fine-tuning control for clearer 
picture and sound. 

#15-1808MB 



Microcassette 

recorder 

Great for recording class 
notes. Easy one-hand 
operation. Two speeds. 

#141159MB 





*’ 



Radio /hack 

Gift ft Express’ 

We can wrap a gift, add a card and ship it 
anywhere in the US via FedEx* delivery 
service. For a store near you or to order, call 

1-800-THE-SHACK u 


Scientific calculator Advanced thesaurus 

Stores up to 12 frequently used Small enough to carry in your 
formulas and runs them with backpack or purse. »63-2uomb 
just a few keystrokes, .ss bosmb 



Survival 
check list 

□ Phone cords and accessories 

□ Alarm clock or clock radio 

□ TV, VCR and video accessories 

□ Security devices 

□ Computer and accessories 

□ Batteries 

i 

□ Stereo equipment, speakers 
and audio accessories 

□ Heavy-duty flashlight 

□ Smoke alarm 

□ Part-time job (see the manager 
of your local Radio Shack store) 



AC accessories to power your dorm 

4-outlel adapter. 2-prong. # 6 i- 262 imb .2.99 

6-outlet surge protector in metal housing. # 6 i- 2 i 3 iM —22.99 

6-outlet adapter. For 3-prong outlets. #ei 2622 MB.3.99 

6-outlet power strip. Master on/off switch. # 6 i- 2 isomb .8.99 

Single outlet spike protector. #6 i 279imb.6.99 

6-ft. 3-OUtlet ext. cord. White. #61-2744MB Brown. #61-2745MB .1.99 

9-tt. 3-OUtlet ext. cord. White. y61-2746MB Brown, #6V2747MB .2.39 

15-ft. 3-outlet extension cord. #6 i-2748mb...3.49 


Price* apply at participating Radio Shack stores and dealers Items noi available at a participating store 
can be special-ordered (subject to availability) at the advertised price A participating store will otter a 
comparable value it the product *s sold out Independent Radio Shack dealers and franchisees may not 
be participating in this ad or stock or special-order every item advertised Copies ol apolicabte war¬ 
ranties are available upon request at stores for inspection before sale, or by writing Customer Relations 
1400 One Tandy Center, Fort Worth TX 76102 FedEx trademarks used by permission 


Radio /hack 

You’ve got questions. We’ve got answers.* 


The Repair Shop ’ 

Radio/haek 


Out of whack? Out of warranty? We fix 
most major brands of out-of-warranty 
electronics. For a store near you. call 

1-800-THE-SHACK^ 
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Pilot Preview _ Pirate’s Camp 

Pilots work for winning season SlICCGSSflll 


Brian Allen 

Almagest 

With improvements to the H.P.E. 
Building being completed as we speak 
,and a new class of energetic recruits 
being put through their paces by the 
coaches, an exciting season of Pilot 
and Lady Pilot basketball is fast 
approaching. 

A spring - loaded hardwood maple 
floor has been installed by Gentry 
and Holder Floors, the same compa¬ 
ny that installed a similar floor in the 
University of Arkansas 1 Bud Walton 
Arena. By late October expanded 
seating and retractable goals should 
be installed. Seating capacity will go 
from 400 to 1000, and can be expand¬ 
ed to 1200 with portable seating. 

But even more important than the 
cosmetic improvements will be the 
product itself, and Coach Louis Cook 
has oeen ambitious in his recruitment 
of skilled players from near and far. 
Six all - district players highlight 
what may be the most impressive 
class since Chad McDowell and Mark 
McGary helped found the program, 
setting records as they went. 
Returning senior starters Chris 
Young and Trey Bergeret will pro¬ 
vide leadership and postseason expe¬ 
rience, as well as point per game 
averages of 11.6 and 12.5 respective¬ 
ly. If the Pilots are to add to their 
string of three consecutive postseason 
appearances, these talented guards 


Brian Allen 
Almagest 


Like their male counterparts, 
the Lady Pilots were forced off their 
hometurf while the new floor was 
being constructed last season, 

! Unlike the Pilots, however, the 
ladies had an additional handicap: 
they began the season with only 
eight players. That lack of depth 
took its toll as injuries and fatigue 
abounded, and the season was can¬ 
celled after twelve games due to lack 
of eligible players. 

But Coach Autum Scott's 
I recruiting efforts yielded ten play¬ 
ers, the biggest recruiting class for 
any sport in LSUS history. Six all - 
district, three all - city, and and one 
All - State player make certain that 
this season will be a dramatic 
improvement over last. Sophomores 
i Stacy Mosley, a guard, and forward 


will show the way. 

Worthy of note among the new 
recruits is Larry Hall, who averaged 
41 ppg in his senior year at North 
Desoto High School en route to being 
named Class AA Player of the Year. 
His scholarship offers dried up after 
sustaining an eye injury while moving 
equipment at an afterschool job. But 
as Sports Information Director Bill 
Wood puts it, 

“If he can do half of what he did in 
high school, he’ll be better than most 
players” 

Assumption High’s Phillip August 
and Byrd’s Davetrick Laird are two 
reasons point guard will be a hotly 
contested position. Replacing Chad 
McDowell’s 20 ppg average wilt not 
be an easy task, so this position is a 
high priority. The departure of center 
Reggie Paige and his 10 ppg and 7.5 
rebounds will have to be accounted 
for as welt. As a whole, the 1995 
Pilots are a young but talented team 
eager to make some noise in NAIA 
Division II, 

The schedule promises to be more 
competitive, containing more teams 
on our level of play. Gone are oppo¬ 
nents like NAIA Division l super¬ 
power Oklahoma City University, 
who blew LSUS out 110 * 46 to begin 
last season. The season begins Nov. 
17 at Daytona Beach, Fla in the 
Embry - Riddle Aeronautical Classic. 
The home opener is Wed Nov, 22 at 
7:30 against Hendrix College. 


Cindy Huuer are the only “veterans" 
on the new look Lady Pilots. 

Nonhwood’s Erin 

Digilormo, an All - State Honorable 
Mention and District 4 - A T s Most 
Valubie Player was key in 
Northwood’s championship drive. 
The 5-8 forward averaged 18 ppg 
while shooting 70 percent from the 
field. Her teammate, guard Jennifer 
Ross averaged 10 ppg along with 7 
assists and earned All - District hon¬ 
ors, LSUS graduate and former Pilot 
baseball player Shannon Wall 
coached them both. 

Also be on the lookout for 
Tondra Walke, a 5 - 9 forward from 
Kenner, La.’s Alfred Bonnabel 
High. Walke averaged 16 points, 8 
rebounds, and 4 assists a game en 
route to being named All - District 
and All - East Bank. 

“Athletic ability and acade¬ 
mics were both factors in our 
recruiting efforts. Not only will 


David Eleuterius 
Almagest 

Last year, the Shreveport 
Pirates went through a training camp 
which would have tested even the most 
stout of heart. The team was forced to 
sleep in what was essentially a converted 
bam, the conditions so crowded that they 
would rival our parking lot. That led in 
turn to low morale, which in turn led to 
a head coaching change just after camp. 
The team never got off to a good start, 
and the problems simply mounted from 
there, resulting in a 3-15 record and 
earning the Pirates the distinction of the 
CFL’s whipping boy. However, there 
was cause for hope as the team finally hit 
their stride at the end of the season, win¬ 
ning three out of their last five. 

“It was impossible to bring any¬ 
thing out of that camp, with the situation 
such as it was," said Pirates’ head coach 
Forrest Gregg. 

What a difference a training 
camp can make. 

This summer, the Pirates held 
camp on the LSUS campus, and the team 
has already surpassed Its win output for 
the 1994 season, with two blowouts at 
home over Ottawa and Hamilton and also 
a big win over defending CFL Grey Cup 
champion British Columbia in their own 
dome. Martin Patton tied a CFL record 
with 5 touchdowns in a single game 
against Hamilton, and Billy Joe Tolliver 
broke the franchise single game passing 
mark with 24 of 32 passes comnleted ror 


these ladies be competitive on the 
court, they will excel in the class¬ 
room as well," said Coach Scott. 
She is understandably excited about 
the upcoming season, calling this 
recruiting class the pivotal point in 
this program’s history. Bill Wood 
has called them a eloseknit bunch 
with good chemistry, 

“They’re already acting like 
one big family," he said. 

The Lady Pilots open their 
season on Nov. 17 at the Hardin * 
Simmons Classics in Abilene, Tx. 
Their home opener is Nov. 22 
against Hendrix College. Game time 
is 5:30 and admission, as always, is 
free to students with a valid ID. 


419 yards against Ottawa. The ground 
work for this winning attitude was laid in 
camp, 

“We wanted to come out of 
camp with the best 37 men available,” 
said Gregg. “The facilities at LSUS were 
realty great. The fields were in great 
shape all camp, which is important when 
you have to have two-a-day tvorkouts to 
see what you’ve got. (Athletic director) 
Larry Rambin bent over backwards for 
us and really made us feel welcome.” 

Another area that helped the 
team get off to the right start was board¬ 
ing. The players stayed in the University 
Court apartments, which Gregg placed 
among the finest in the CFL, and ate at 
the UC cafeteria. 

“When you’ve got big guys like 
we have, it's important to keep them 
happy with a lot of food,” Gregg said. 

Apparently the team liked train¬ 
ing at LSUS so much they signed a deal 
with the school for another camp next 
summer. Last summer’s camp brought in 
$10,000 for the athletic department 
Separate arrangements were made for the 
apartments and the cafeteria. Next year’s 
deal should bring in $13,000 for the ath¬ 
letic department, according to sports 
information director Bill Wood. 

“ft’s a good deal for both 
sides,” said Wood. “Normally, when it’s 
the first year for something like this, 
there are some problems, but everything 
went fine. The team and coaches were all 
class acts and we’ll be happy to have 
them here next summer.” 


$ 1 , 000.00 

FUNDRAISER 


Fraternities, Sororities 
& Student 
Organizations. 
You’ve seen credit card 
fundraisers before, but 
you’ve never seen the 
Citibank fundraiser that 
pays $5.00 per appli¬ 
cation. 

Call Donna at 

1-800-932-0528 
ext. 65. 

Qualified callers 
receive a FREE 
Camera. 


Lady Pilots Rebound 
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NOW DELIVERING TO BROADMOOR, 
LSU-S AND SHREVE CITY AREA 


SERVING 

BOSSIER CITY, DOWNTOWN 
SHREVEPORT 
1352 AIRLINE DRIVE 

742-7272 


307 SOUTHFIELD 

865-0002. 


HOURS: 

Mon.-Thus. 11:00am - 12:30am 

Fri. & Sat. 11:00am - 1:30am 

Sunday 11:00am - 11:30pm 


SERVING 

MANSFIELD ROAD 
AREA 

9225 MANSFIELD ROAD 


688-7272 


i -1 

1 Small 2 Toppings 1 Drink j 

I* $4.99 + Tax j 

I__1 

I- -1 

[Large 2 Toppings 2 Drinks i 
! $7.99 + Tax I 

* I 

I_ -----------I 

r Ex Large 2 Toppings i 

! 3 Drinks ! 

! $9.99 +Tax ! 

I_ _I 

I—-- -1 

j 1 Large 1 Topping $6.98 +Tax j 

I or 

|2 Large 1 Topping $ 12.95 + Taxj 


[The"Works Special”i 

!l Large $9.99 j 

[2_Large _$ 1 6^99_J 

iFamily Special: j 

11 Large with the Works K 1 Large I 

12 Toppings $14.95 ! 


PAPA JOHN'S VALUE MENU 


Small Large Extra Large TOPPIIUCS EXTRAS 


Cheese Pizza 

4 77 

739 

9.69 

One T opping 

5.37 

839 

10 69 

Two Toppings 

5 97 

9 39 

11 69 

Three Toppings 

6.57 

10 39 

12.69 

Four Toppings 

7 13 

11.19 

13.49 

Five Toppings 

7.59 

11.79 

14.09 

Garden Special tm 6.89 

Mushrooms Onion. 6w» Pnooers 

8.95 

S RiocV Oi*vi*s 

11.95 

The Works rM 

7.99 

11 95 

13.95 


Man Musi uoomv, Uhb' Pepf^fs K Black Oitw 

All The Meats in 7.99 11.95 13.95 

Peppercrn Ham, Sausage Q* wM Be?* & Ba &■ 


Ham 

Pepperonr 
Sausage 
Italian Sausage 
15 round Reel 
Bacon' 

Anchovies 
Extra Cheese 
Mushrooms 
Onions 
Black Olives 
Green Peppers 
Jalaperio Peppers 
Pineapple 
Banana Peppers 


Bread sticks 249 

* W*l * 


Extras . 30 


Cheesesticks. ... 3 49 

A i>i f ' *• **' *v* 
v - *b r 


Drinks__... .50; 

• 1 ,\ 1 t ’-1 L 

Sf* * r *}\* 


NOW HIRING! 

Delivery Personnel 
307 Southfield Rd 
865-0002 

Earn $8 to $10 an hour by following 
the Papa John’s Delivery procedures. 
$60 cash bonus after 1 month 

employment 








































